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WHETHER YOURE PLANNING AN INTIMATE AFFATR OR A GRAND-SCALE GALA,
FOLLOWING SPECIFIC GUIDELINES 1S THE BEST WAY TO ENSURE THAT ALL
GOES WELL. AS ANY VETERAN HOST KNOWS, LAST MINUTE OBSTACLES CAN
FUT A DAMPER ON WHAT SHOULD BE A FESTIVE OCCASION. GOING TO AN
EXPERT FOR HELP ISN'T ALWAYS POSSIELE, ESPECIALLY IF THE PARTY IS SMALL
HOWEVER, IT DOESN'T HURT TO GET TIPS FROM THOSE WHO HAVE AN ABUN-
DANCE OF KNOWLEDRGE AND AN ENDLESS LIS5T OF RESOURCES, WE ASKED
AWARD WINNING EVENT PLANNER AND SCENIC DESIGNER, JEFF CRABTREE, TO
SHARE HIS THOUGHTS ABOUT WAYS TO IMPROVE ON A GATHERING OF ANY
SIZE, JEFF CURRENTLY HAS OPERATIONS IN BOTH NASHVILLE AND LAS VEGAS.
LOCALLY, HE 15 KNOWN FOR HIS WORK WITH GAYLORD ENTERTAINMENT,
WHERE HE HAS PARTNERED WITH MUSIC CITY EVENTS TD CREATE SOME OF
THE MUSIC INDUSTRY'S MOST ELABORATE EVENINGS. IN LAS VEGAS, HE WAS
RESPONSIBLE FOR THE ARCHITECTURAL THEMING IN MAJOR HOTELS AND
CASINOS, INCLUDING THE RIVIERA, SAHARA, PARIS, BELLAGIO AND MANDALAY
BAY.

By following his advice, yvou should be ready for a dinner for ten 1o two hundred, although
we suggest vou go for help of your crowd gets too large. We've also included a few of our
favorite party sources and 1deas to get you started. Whale there are countless books and
wehsites offering entertaining advice, some of the best we've found comes from local shop
owners and suppliers who have developed a reputation for adding style and crearive
tuches w local events,
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